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INTRODUCTION 


The desire to live in an environment which 
combines natural beauty with modern com- 
munity development attracts people to The 
Plainfields in the Garden State of New 
Jersey. The locality, rich in historical back- 
ground, had its beginnings in the Seven- 
teenth Century and played an important 
part in the American Revolutionary War. 
The community has all that is desirable in 
residential advantages and business oppor- 
tunities and shares these characteristics with 


no 


a number of towns* comprising the Plain- 


field area. 


The Plainfields are located directly south of 
the beautiful Watchung Mountains and 
twenty-four miles southwest of New York 
City. While primarily residential in charac- 
ter and noted for its civic and cultural ad- 
vancement, the community is also the home 
of a number of well-known manufacturing 
industries and the recognized center of cen- 
tral New Jersey. 


This brochure is an authentic pictorial and 
descriptive presentation of one of America’s 
fine community areas. 


Plainfield 
North Plainfield 
South Plainfield 
Fanwood 


Scotch Plains 
Watchung 

Green Brook 
Warren Township 
Dunellen 

New Market 

Oak Tree 


sii chitecture 
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RESIDENTIAL 


The Plainfields abound in residential advan- 
tages and home-building opportunities. Resi- 
dential sections are protected by zoning ordi- 
nances and afford the prospective renter, buyer 
or builder a wide selection of homes, apartments 
and building sites. There are modern ranch 
houses, split-level houses and garden apart- 
ments; also neighborhoods of more expensive 
homes and estates. Individually designed homes 


predominate. 


The general appearance of the community 
is one of good architecture and design. There 
are beautiful lawns, flowering shrubs and a 
large number of well-preserved trees. A ma- 
jority of residents own their homes and natur- 
ally take pride in making them attractive and 


keeping them in good condition. 


It is no wonder that the movement of people 
from congested cities becomes more pronounced 
every year as they discover the healthfulness of 
suburban living, its restfulness, its charm, its 


unbounded opportunities for outdoor recreation. 


Beautiful landscaping and shrubbery framing a fine home 
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APARTMENTS 


Modern apartment buildings and garden apart- 
ment developments offer three to six room dwelling 
units for those desiring minimum space with’ maxi- 
mum convenience. Desirably located, these apartments 
are but a short distance from shopping centers and 


transportation facilities. 


The garden apartments have courts and lawns for 
outdoor recreation, children’s playgrounds, parking 
facilities and garages. Clubs and social gatherings 
afford tenants an opportunity to share their common 


interests. Apartment living is good in the Plainfields. 


HT 
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Meadowbrook Apartments 


CHURCHES 


Congregations of many creeds meet in dignified 
houses of worship and a spirit of tolerance and friend- 
ship exists among the various denominations. Beau- 
tiful church buildings and grounds, and church 
schools, reveal the interest in spiritual development 
and the close attention given to religious education. 
Church facilities are used for socials, civic meetings, 
lectures, public forums, welfare, charitable and char- 
acter-building purposes. There are many adult and 
young people’s clubs within church organizations. 


KAOEEER 


First Methodist Church First Church of Christ, Scientist 


SCHOOLS 


Phanheld Highasepoon, 


Hartridge S hool | (for girls) ea Saint Mary’s School 


Public, private and church schools have modern 
buildings, are well equipped and do excellent work in 
youth training and education. There are commercial and 
manual training courses for students not planning to go 
to college. High schools and private preparatory schools 
give college entrance examinations and their graduates 
make good records in their college work. All regular 
school sports afford every student an opportunity to par- 
ticipate and to reach his highest athletic attainment. It 
is appropriate to mention here that Plainfield has the 
distinction of being the home of the first free public 
school in New Jersey. 

School buildings are well distributed in residential 
sections. Special patrols police street crossings. Children 


South Plainfield High School 


are instructed in safety precautions. Where necessary, 
school buses transport children. 

Parents take an active interest in school activities. 
Public officials and taxpayers support school administra- 
tors in the preparation and execution of plans for school 
buildings and other improvements of the school system. 

Almost every known type of instruction is available 
in the community. There is an accredited business col- 
lege and there are schools for the teaching of dancing, 
music, art, sculpture, language, and drama. There is an 
adult education program. Universities nearby include 
Rutgers, the State University in New Brunswick, Union 
Junior College in Cranford, and Newark College of En- 
gineering, Newark. 


Hubbard Junior High School 


Wardlaw Country Day School (for boys) 


The community is well equipped with public play- 
grounds where trained supervisors direct a varied program 
of sports and recreation throughout the year. Neighborhood 
center programs are conducted in art, sewing, manual train- 
ing, cooking, handicrafts and games. 
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Cedar Brook and Green Brook Parks have facilities Other units of the Union County and Somerset 


for baseball, tennis, soccer, softball, archery, lawn bow!- County park systems are within a few minutes drive 
ing, horseshoe pitching, band concerts, picnics, cricket, from the Plainfields. They have facilities for golf, boat- 
field hockey, football, fishing, ice skating and hockey. ing, horseback riding, swimming, camping, fishing and 


Nationally-known Shakespeare and iris gardens, dog- 
wood and daffodil plantings are located at Cedar Brook 
Park, one of the outstanding garden centers of Union 
County. 


PLA YGROUND 


trap shooting. 


Bowling on the Green Radio controlled model boats 


PORTS 


Action shot of baseball 
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Fourth of July Parade float 


Almost every known type of social club, fraternal, 
civic and cultural organization is active in the com- 
munity. 


There are golf clubs, women’s clubs, men’s service 
and civic clubs, veterans’ organizations, fraternal and 
social organizations, garden clubs, P.T.A.’s, professional 
associations, sport clubs, drama groups, an art association, 
a male glee club, a symphony society and a community 
concert association. 


A number of these organizations have as 
their main purpose the support of commun- 
ity charities. Some of them have attractive 
buildings with spacious grounds and ade- 
quate entertainment facilities. 


Community Players 


CLUBS, CIVIC, CULTURAL 


Service club 
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Home of Monday Afternoon Club 


Plainfield Symphony Soctety 


SOCTAL SERVICES 


Visiting Nurses 


Girl Scout Camp 


Day Nursery 


Social services belong to the whole 
community. Their goal is to strengthen 
and steady family life. Voluntary agen- 
cies devoted to this task are the Unit- 
ed Family and Children’s Society, As- 
sociated Catholic Charities, Red Cross, 
Day Nursery, Salvation Army and The 
Community Service Council. Public 
agencies include the Municipal Youth 
Guidance Council, Welfare Depart- 
ments, County Welfare Boards and the 
State Board of Child Welfare. 


Community health services accent 
preventive aspects of all-round general 
health through early diagnosis and 
treatment. Voluntary agencies in this 
field are the Muhlenberg Hospital and 
Clinics, Visiting Nurse Association, 
Mental Hygiene Society, Cancer So- 
ciety, Maternal Health Center and the 
Hearing Society. In addition there are 
Public Health Departments, School 
Clinics and State Clinics. 


Through the recreation and group 
work agencies, people learn to live, 
work and play together. Such oppor- 
tunities are open to everyone in the 
activities of the Boy and Girl Scouts, 
Catholic Youth Organizations, Mel- 
lick Community House, Neighborhood 
House, Jewish Community Center, 
Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A., and the programs 
of public Recreation Commissions. 


Coordinating, planning and central 
financing services are rendered by 
community councils and The United 
Community Fund-Community Chest. 
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Jewish Community Center 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
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The mayor and councilmanic form of government 
predominates in the towns comprising the Plainfield 
area. A few outlying communities are governed by town- 
ship committees. Government representatives are elected 
by wards or at large and serve without pay. 

Citizens respond when called upon to serve on 
boards, commissions and committees and give freely of 
their time and counsel. Local governments are thus close 


orth Plainfield Municipal 


outh Plainfield Municipal Building 
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Building and Fire eadquarters 


_. 


to the people which insures honest, economical and 
efficient administration of public affairs. 

The good architecture and sturdy construction of 
public buildings lend an air of permanence and give 
residents a sense of security for the future of the com- 
munity. Carefully selected and well-trained personnel 


are employed in all municipal services. 


7 Mublenberg Hospital 
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North Plainfield Memorial Library 
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INDUSTRIES 


Industrialization of the Plainfield area has 
shown a continuous and steady growth. Large 
numbers of skilled mechanics, production 
workers, laboratory technicians and experi- 
enced office personnel are employed. All 
kinds of engineers, chemists and research 
workers are conducting important work for 
many industries. The diversification of skills 
of these people presents a favorable man- 
RESEARCH ; power potential for almost any industrial 


LESORATOREES 


operation. 


The varied nature of industries repre- 
Adheswes and chemicals sented here can be observed in the nationally- 


were 


known trade marks on page 24 of this 


brochure. 


Electronics Electric Motors 


Hundreds of industries, both large and 
small, are flourishing in the favorable atmos- 
phere which the Plainfield area provides. 
The tax situation, labor supply, transporta- 
tion facilities and nedrness to markets and 
ports make the Plainfield area a desirable 
industrial location. 


Principal industries are: agricultural chem- 
icals, printing presses, rubber products, me- 
ters, pumps, tanks, machinery, conveyors, 
electric motors, heating units, condensers, 
thermal units, electronic components, con- 
struction steel and other steel products, cast- 
ings, metal working, dry cleaning machin- 
ery, adhesives and starch products, bever- 
ages, baby food, paper products, drugs and 
pharmaceuticals, magazine printing, com- 
mercial printing, newspaper publishing, 
wood partitions, wood working, cabinet 
making, furniture, plastics, tiles, art goods, 
trophies, dresses, hats, gloves, curtains, knit- 
ted goods, burial vaults, monuments, alum- 
inum ladders, handbags and novelties. 


Is research lab oratory 
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Steel fabrication 


FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
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The Plainfield Trust State National Bank 


State Bank of Plainfield 
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Resources of one hundred and eighty-five mil- 
lion dollars represented and protected by local fi- 
nancial institutions reflect the wealth and stability 
of the community. There are two national banks, 
one trust company, one state bank, and one mu- 
tual savings bank. Branch banks have made their 
appearance as a convenience to residents and to 
aid in the development of neighborhood business 
centers. In addition, there are savings and loan 
associations, building and loan associations, small 
loan companies, commercial credit and finance 
companies. Every kind of financial service is ren- 


dered by these institutions. 


Investment and brokerage services are offered 


through branch offices of several member firms of 


the New York Stock Exchange. 


Suburban Trust Company 


Wheelie 
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Furst National Bank of Somerset County 
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Garden State Savings & Loan 
Plainfield Savings & Loan 
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BUSINESS AND PARKING 
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East Front Street, Plainfield 
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Hundreds of modern stores, sales and service 
organizations, dental, medical, legal and other 
professional services make the Plainfields “The 
Business Center of Central New Jersey”. 


There are department stores, variety stores, 
specialty shops; appliance, equipment and sup- 
ply firms; automobile dealers and service estab- 
lishments of all kinds. Local business and pro- 
fessional men have a reputation for excellent 
service to their customers and clients. 


The per capita volume of trade in the Plain- 
fields is among the first ten communities of like 
size in the United States. This trade volume has 
been built up over the years by enterprising 
business men, a good daily newspaper, and 
community retail sales and promotions spon- 
sored by the Plainfield Area Chamber of Com- 
merce. Local business facilities and professional 
services are used by the residents of 43 towns 
with a total population of 350,000. 


FACILITIES 


Public officials in the Plainfields and 
neighboring towns are developing muni- 
cipally-owned and operated off-street 
parking areas. A number of Parking Au- 
thorities have been established for this 
purpose. Retail firms, banks and indus- 
tries are constantly adding to their park- 
ing facilities, and space is offered by 
private operators and garages. Meters are 
used in municipal lots and on principal 


shopping streets to accelerate turnover. 


1D 


OTHER FACILITIES 


My, 


Plainfi 


eld Rescue Squad 


dines batke Hotelm seca 
modern and well-managed 
establishment with facili- 
ties for conventions, ban- 
quets and private parties. 

There are many attrac- 
tive restaurants and tea 


rooms in the area. 
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The Courier-News, with a 
daily circulation of 44,000 
copies, gives complete cover- 
age of local, state and na- 
tional news, contains many 
special features and carries a 
large volume of advertising. 

There are a number of sub- 
urban weekly newspapers in 


the area. 


A New Jersey Motor Vehicle Inspection 
Station gives motorists efficient and courteous 
service. There are conveniently located motor 
vehicle registration offices. 


Several travel bureaus furnish complete serv- 
ice for any kind of travel throughout the world. 


so RS 


New Jersey State Motor Vehicle Inspection Station 


There are motion picture theatres, rifle 
ranges, ice and roller skating rinks, bowling al- 
leys, miniature golf and driving ranges. 


There are modern and efficient post offices 
with branches serving outlying neighborhoods. 


Elizabethtown Water Company 


The public water supply from the Elizabeth- 
town Water Company is always fresh and pure. 


The New Jersey Bell Telephone Company pro- 
vides service through a modern wide-range dial 
system with facilities for expansion. 


The Railway Express Agency operates an ade- New Jersey Bell Telephone Company 
quate and efficient pickup and delivery service. 


A Western Union Telegraph Company office Electric and gas services are supplied by the 
serves the community. Public Service Electric & Gas Co., which maintains 


a commercial office in the community. 


Station WERA, Plainfield, provides AM radio 
coverage for the central New Jersey area. 


Public Service Electric & Gas Company | WERA 
i, 


TRANSPORTATION 


Good railroad facilities 
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Convenient bus service 
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Comfortable and convenient commuter 
rail transportation to and from the Plain- 
fields is provided by the Central Railroad of 
New Jersey, The Reading Company and Le- 
high Valley Railroad. The Erie-Lackawanna 
Railroad is available at Summit, a distance 
of twelve miles, and the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road iss ayeulableree Metuchen, a distance of 
nine miles. 


In the Plainfield area, Hadley Airport of- 
fers a well equipped local air field used by 
industry for rapid freight delivery and as a 
service center for industry-owned and private 
flight equipment. Newark Airport, the third 
most important terminal in the East for 
Transcontinental flights, is an easily travelled 
distance of eighteen miles on U.S. High- 
way 22. 


The Plainfield Transit Company, Public 
Service Coordinated Transport Company and 
Somerset Bus Co. furnish excellent trans- 
portation within and between towns com- 
prising the Plainfield area as well as New- 
ark and New York City. Transportation to 
the Watchung Mountain area is provided 
by the Strang Bus Service. Transcontinental 
service is supplied by the Greyhound Bus 
Lines, Royal Blue Coaches, Edward’s Lakes 
to Sea Line, Frank Martz Coach Company 
and Trailways. 


Located between the two great metropoli- 
tan centers of New York and Philadelphia, 
the Plainfield area is well equipped with a 
fine network of hard-surfaced roads and 
BENGE including N.J. 28, U.S. 1 and 


U.S. 22, the New Jersey Turnpike, Garden ~ 


State Parkway and U.S. Interstate 287. 


HISTORICAL 


By 1685, there were seven farms established 
along Cedar Brook in the Green Brook Valley, 
forming the original settlement of Scotch Plains. 


These colonists had emigrated from Scotland. This 


Valley was entered by the old road from Piscata- 


= 


way and New Market (Quibbletown) to Rahway 3 Washington Rock — General Washington's Lookout 1 777 
and by the old road (now Woodland Avenue) 
through Oak Tree to Metuchen. At the intersection 
of these two roads, near the present Plainfield 
Country Club, there was built in 1736 a Quaker 
Meeting House. 


Around a grist mill buile on Green Brook in 
1760 near Watchung Avenue, the site of Tier’s 
Pond, and the Quaker Meeting House after its 
removal to Watchung and North Avenues in 1788, 
there formed the small village of Milltown, later 


to become Plainfield. 


The Revolutionary War was over, and the 
country was taking a new lease on life. The ancient 
Indian Trail from the Hudson to the Delaware 
was now cleared and equipped with fast stage 
coaches, the “Swift Sure Line,’ precursor of the 


Central Railroad of New Jersey. 


Plainfield became a township in 1847 and an 
incorporated city in 1869. North Plainfield was 
formed into a separate borough in 1885. South 
Plainfield became a borough in 1926. 


Places of historic. interest: 


Washington Rock: One and a half miles west 
of Plainfield in the Watchung Mountains. The 
point from which General Washington watched 


the movements of the British Army in New York 
Harbor. 

Quaker Meeting House: Watchung and North 
Avenues. 

Drake House: West Front Street at Plainfield 
Avenue. Where General Washington held con- 
ferences. 


Blue Hills Monument: Green Brook Park. 
Commemorating Blue Hills Fort and Camp. 
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INQUIRIES INVITED 


Persons interested in residential information, business 
opportunities or industrial plant locations are invited 


to communicate with 
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